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Delaware Bay to Texas inclusive; and the Pacific District, all those from California to the State of Washington inclusive. In the insular possessions the seacoast forts in the Philippine Islands, Hawaiian Islands, and Panama are organized into separate coast defences. The Coast Artillery Corps is that part of the U. S. Army which is engaged in serving the seacoast guns. See COAST DEFENCE.

Coast Defence. Every nation having a maritime frontier has commercial relations of more or less importance, depending upon its industrial development. To protect its commerce and guard its territory against invasion from oversea, it must make provision for defending the coasts. National policy determines the character, extent, and purposes of coast defence in its broadest sense, as well as the uses to be made of its constituent elements in time of war. Modern systems of coast defence are founded upon well-recognized principles of strategy, and should be consistent with the national policies. In a way, the coast fortifications of a nation may be said to be the complement of its naval strength, the two together forming a unit.

The defence of the coast line involves the use of both naval and land forces. The naval forces include: (i) The active fleet. (2) The portion of the reserve fleet assigned to local defence of important points along the coast, (3) The naval coast patrol, which operates in conjunction with the shore signal stations.

The land forces include: (i) The coast artillery troops, who are charged with the care and use of the fixed and movable elements of the seaward and landward defence of the coast fortifications, including guns, mortars, submarine mines, and torpedoes. (2) The coast artillery supports, which consist of small bodies of coast artillery or infantry troops assigned to the defence of the fortifications against attack by small raiding parties, which land near the forts. (3) The coast guard, which consists of troops from the mobile army concentrated at strategic points near the coast. In 1942 Congress created the Women's Reserve of the U. S, Coast Guard, the SPARS.

The first line of defence consists of the active fleet of the navy, which must be free to seek out and destroy its proper objective, the hostile fleet, and must not be tied down to or be divided for the local defence of particular points. The second line of defence may be regarded as the coast fortifications and the accessory or allied defences. With reference to the land forces, the military preparations connected with the defence of the coast line may

be divided into three groups: Constructing, arming, and equipping permanent fortifications, and making provisions for submarine defence in time of peace; constructing, arming, and equipping semi-permanent fortifications and field works for the protection of the permanent fortifications against attack by small raiding parties on the landward side; and the organization and concentration of troops from the mobile or field army to resist the landing of large bodies of troops near cities and fortified harbors, and for the defence of strong, semi-permanent works on interior lines. These troops constitute the coast guard, and are concentrated at strategic points only when war is imminent. In the United States, coast defence dates back to the period shortly following the War of 1812. In 1816 boards of engineer officers were convened for the purpose of considering and reporting upon a system of defences for the seacoast of the United States. The history of modern coast defence in the United States begins with the creation of the Gun Foundry Board in 1884, which was succeeded by the so-called Endicott Board in 1886. Until 1880 the custom had been to assemble large numbers of guns in massive stone or brick forts; but the bombardment of the forts at Alexandria, Egypt, in 1881 by the British fleet drew attention to the value of concealment and dispersion of the guns ashore in reducing the effect of the fire of a fleet. The changed conditions since 1886, due to the development of guns, smokeless powder, and all kinds of munitions of war, made it advisable to revise the system of the Endicott Board, and the National Coast Defence Board, composed of distinguished army and naval officers, under the presidency of W. H. Taft, then Secretary of War, was convened. This board, known as the Taft Board, submitted its report early in 1906. The Taft Board recommended the fortification of 29 ports in the United States (7 more than under the plans of the Endicott Board), 6 in the insular possessions, and 2 in the Canal Zone. Since the outset of World War II the airplane has played an increasingly important part in coast defence activities. Sec FORTIFICATION ; ARTILLERY; GUNS; SEA POWER. Consult Report of the National Coast Defence Board (1906); Drill Regulations, Coast Artillery (1914); Journal U. S. Artillery; Reports of the Chief of Coast Artillery.

Coast Guard Academy, U. S. See Coast Guard Service.
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